
Today’s Core Truth: God’s grace is not 

meant to just excuse us but to empow-

er us.    

John 8:3–11 (NIV)  

Guilt to Grace: 

 Guilt condemns but grace                      .  

Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 

Romans 8:1 (NIV) 

Those people are on a dark spiral downward. But if you think that leaves you 

on the high ground where you can point your finger at others, think again. 

Every time you criticize someone, you condemn yourself. It takes one to know 

one. Judgmental criticism of others is a well-known way of escaping detection 

in your own crimes and misdemeanors. But God isn’t so easily diverted. He 

sees right through all such smoke screens and holds you to what you’ve done. 

You didn’t think, did you, that just by pointing your finger at others you 

would distract God from seeing all your misdoings and from coming down on 

you hard? Or did you think that because he’s such a nice God, he’d let you off 

the hook? Better think this one through from the beginning. God is kind, but 

he’s not soft. In kindness he takes us firmly by the hand and leads us into a 

radical life-change. Romans 2:1–4 (The Message)  

 Guilt accuses but grace                      . 

...There is no difference...for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 

and all are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by 

Christ Jesus. Romans 3:22b–24 (NIV)  
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 Guilt incriminates but grace                        .  

Jesus straightened up and asked her, "Woman, where are they? Has no one 

condemned you?" "No one, sir," she said.  "Then neither do I condemn you," 

Jesus declared. "Go now and leave your life of sin." John 8:10-11 (NIV)  
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